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Abstract 

The francophone African theatre through a certain number of Ivorian writers has since been 
interested in the theme of sacrifice. Standing on this premise, this current work analyses the 
theme of sacrifice in Le Respect Des Morts by Amadou Koné. The theme brings out the 
importance of self re-definition. It further re- enacts the struggle against poverty, 
misunderstanding, discord and boosting a new culture (mentality) of a well re -defined 
development. Through the literary approach, the work identifies and determines the symbolic 
sacrificial effort of the hero in the text of study at the re –definition of national and economic 
development of the black people. The paper is therefore a call for change of attitude and 
values of stake holders to ensuring an overall development. 

 
 

It cannot be overemphasized that Negro –African theatre has long since the eighties (80) 
changed its outlook. It is actually a way of boosting a new mentality of development. This   form of 
theatre tries to inform the reader on a new critical conception of sacrifice of which the fulfilling aspect 
has often been under estimated as a result of de -motivation or the absence of choice reading audience. 
The Ivorian and African  playwrights  in general abreast of this reality to directly or indirectly re-
channel their thoughts  towards producing literary works that would provide adequate solutions to 
national and  developmental problems of their respective countries. 

It is therefore at the search of this new perspective that Amadou Koné’s theatre has become 
the point of reference in this study titled: “The role of sacrifice in redefining national development:  A 
study of Amadou Koné’s le respect des morts. But before we go into the depth of analysis, let us take 
a brief look at the biography of the author of the text in study. Who is Amadou Koné? 
 
Amadou Koné in Brief 

Born in 1953 in Upper Volta (current Burkina Faso), Amadou Koné  learnt the history of his 
people at a tender age as he was taught by his parents .He remains one of the  most known figures  of 
the francophone African literature. 

His schools years; primary, secondary and university are all rated exceptional. He had 
(baccalaureat)   in philosophy in 1970 at Abidjan and proceeded to the University of Cocody, in 
Abidjan where he obtained his first degree in languages and literary studies. He later got a scholarship 
to embark on his doctorate degree in France .On his return back home in 1980; he got married to his 
American spouse, Marie Lee Martin. He became an Associate Professor in 1992 and later a “Full 
Professor of French and African Studies” at the University of Tulane at the New Orleans. He has 
since 1997 been lecturing literature, culture and African history at the University of Georgetown in 
Washington. 

Amadou Koné is well Known in literary and in African civilization matters where the theme 
of sacrifice features predominantly. He is a writer of many African works; prose, theatre and poetry 
alike. One of his theatre works is Le respect des morts, the play under study. 
 
Summary of the Play 

In the play ‘Le respect des morts’ published in 2002, is painted the image of a village which is 
infrastructurally underdeveloped. The Government in turn decides to construct a dam to combat this 
.But this decision by the Government brings about conflict between the two generations represented in 
the work; the old generation, ultra traditionalist and very conservative in nature headed by the village 
head and other notables question the decision and even go ahead to question what under development 
is. For this group and generation, decamping from the village in other to give way to the construction 
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of the dam meant abandoning their dead ancestors who have been their protectors and guardians, and 
this they are against. The second group is the younger generation headed by young intellectual elite. 
On one side is the district  head who representing  the Government and on the other is N’douba a 
young native of the village, the  son of the  village head, who just came back from Europe on studies 
and  are at the front row to defend positively the decision of the government. The village chief (Head) 
and the other entire villager including the soothsayer are vehemently against the construction of the 
dam. 

Faced with this dilemma, the Village head  Anougba, and the soothsayer  of the village 
Niangbo by name  go further to consult the oracle and the spirit of the ancestors in other that they may 
prescribe a remedy to what to them is sacrilege and further stop the construction of the dam. As a 
remedy, the oracle prescribes the sacrifice of a new born child to the oracle. The village head 
pretending to lead by example influences the sacrifice of his grandson, N’douba’s son named Enokou. 
N’douba a well read and informed personality knows that this will not do the village any good but 
accepts however to please his father and the whole village. Unfortunately for the villagers, the human 
and blood sacrifice made cannot in any way stop the construction of the dam and the villagers finally 
had to be deported   giving way to the construction of the dam. 

In this dramatic piece, Amadou Koné wishes to stimulate the creativity of minds towards 
progress and positivity. The problem in accepting or redefining development as displayed in the story 
of the village is very close to what we see happen in most of our African communities. 

Our intention is therefore to analyse Le respect des morts ‘in other to demonstrate how human 
and blood sacrifices bring regression, misunderstanding and underdevelopment while effort helps to 
redefine the way and the consciousness of a people towards development. The analysis will focus 
among others the theme of sacrifice as reflected on the title of the paper: “The role of sacrifice in 
redefining development: A study of Amadou Koné’ Le respect des morts”. 

Meanwhile, there is no gain saying the fact that every theme for discussion has a reason for 
which it is chosen .In effect, the choice of this theme is motivated by the singular fact that the struggle 
for development is not that of human sacrifice,but that of time, treasure and economic resources as 
displayed in the construction of the dam. We also at this point of discussion  note the fact that 
N’douba the hero only accepts to sacrifice his son just to prove his people wrong that human 
sacrifices in our contemporary times are in  vain. It is in fact a symbolic act just to teach an important 
lesson. 

The main aim in the work therefore is to at the end of the study discover that, the image of 
sacrifice in the text   has a dysphoric perception through which Koné intends to bear on the society 
other ways of re-defining the values of development. To also show that development can only be re-
defined and achieved through individual and personal efforts to improve on the condition of every 
human being and community at large. 
 
Methodology of Analysis 

In concentrating on the analysis based on the theme and the message of the author, the literary 
and the socio critical approach would be adopted during the course of our discussion. This is so since 
the literary and the sociocritical approaches are methodologies used to study, evaluate, interpret and 
discuss literary works and texts. 

The “sociocritique” created by Duchet (1971) proposes a historical analysis of literary texts 
.To analyse and understand written texts are some the hermeneutic terms which interpret all texts in 
general towards bringing to bare the sociology of the literature and also to describe the rapport  
between literary works and literature. 
We are not unaware of the many methods in carrying out literary researches, but our chosen 
approaches in this current study would help to further boost the importance of the study. 
 
Hypothesis of the Study 

The study is seen from a general hypothesis that Amadou Koné’s text in question could 
characterize by metonymy an important part or more or less certain distinctive traits of the image or 
theme of sacrifice of any African community. These traits have always however been present in 
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negro-African literary texts. The négro-African literature we all know appears to be a strong reservoir 
of our rich African and cultural values that in turn is under study in various ways and regional 
identities. Mvogo (2002 :26) corroborates this reflection as he says this of magrebian literature: “Elle 
est produite par les sociétés arabo –berbères, mais aussi par des français qui ont opté pour la 
nationalité algérienne”. 
(It is produced by (Arabo –Berbers) societies, but also by the French who opted for the algrian 
nationality).  
 
Our Translation  

In this regard, we suppose that the Ivorian literature also projects African myths and culture as 
it has to do with the theme of African sacrifice. 
The second hypothesis postulates that the study of this text based on the imagery of sacrifice is meant 
to awaken dormant consciences of the African race towards social re-definition and economic 
development. 
The third hypothesis is found within the spheres of putting across the perception of sacrificial 
practices in Africa as represented by the Ivorian dramatic fiction, for greater and meaningful lessons 
to be drawn.  In the meantime, let us attempt to discuss the notion of sacrifice. 
 
The Notion of Sacrifice 

For many individuals or groups of people, sacrifice is seen as a gesture, deprivation or a 
costly effort to get things done for positive or negative achievements. Sacrifice generally implies a 
voluntary or non voluntary decision to forgo a vital need towards gaining a more valuable one. In a 
veritable work of sacrifice, a veritable form of resistance and effort is needed for positive 
achievement. In this, there must be a strong and determining will which goes up to dying for a 
particular vision or course. Hagher (2002: 124) defines it this way: “sacrifices are attendants of every 
genuine vision. The visionary must sacrifice time and resources to the process. This allows the 
development of the vision the bigger sacrifice”. In this case, sacrifice refers therefore to an attitude or 
a posture of renouncing oneself or resources towards a more fortunate or an unfortunate gain. 
In principles, different forms of sacrifices, stereotyped and otherwise are often undertaken by a group 
or groups of persons. In all of these cases, the lexical fields of the word sacrifice remains constituted 
in the words such as: individual, society and culture. In this case for Abéga (2005:43),”on ne voit  
jamais  la société en temps que telle. Par contre, ce qu’on regarde, ce  sont  les individus.” (One never 
sees the society in itself. In contrary, what we looking at are the individuals”).Our translation.  

In literary terms, sacrifice appears to be pronominal, “to sacrifice” which means to renounce, 
to denounce or to accept and to reject even one’s life to become a matyr in service to others .Hagher 
(2002: 124) reaffirms this clearly: “Visions often put the life of the visionary (leader and led) on the 
line. But life itself is of little consequence to both the leader and the follower when the picture at the 
actualization of the vision is vividly portrayed as being capable of changing the people’s life for the 
better”. 

To corroborate this idea, John . C. Maxwell  (1798:299) poses:  “What price are you willing 
to pay to be a  more  effective leader? Have you ever thought about that? Many leaders are so busy 
pursuing their vision and rallying their people that they give it little thought; but leadership always 
requires sacrifice. Leader or not, no one achieves success without it”. From whatever angle the 
meaning of sacrifice is viewed, it is multidimensional. 

Let us consider two dimensions in human life here:  the reward for a good job and the 
sacrifice put in to achieve it. Reward comes along with every deed provided it involves effort and 
sacrifice. For a leader who accepts to lead a people and follow all prescriptions towards progress, it is 
already a sacrifice. 
Etymologically, sacrifice passes for a latin word “sacrificare” composed of “sacrum” and “facere” 
which means to carry out an act of sacrifice. It is to be noted here that whatever the religions, we 
accept that in different ways they all carry out sacrificial activities. But the major thrust of this study 
lies in the fact that arms must not be folded. The human being must sacrifice not the body or blood but 
time, treasure and talent towards economic growth. Success only comes with sacrifice. He who is 
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called to serve is equally called to sacrifice.”Those who put others ahead of the agenda often derive 
momentum from the sacrifice of leadership”. Hagher (2002:125). 
 
N’douba: The Man behind the Affair of Sacrifice in Le Respect Des Morts 

Let us begin this part of the study by stating that leadership demands a will and the most 
important form of will is sacrifice. A leader is the pilot of his followers. He most therefore sacrifice 
all to carry his people along. 

In Le respect des morts, N’douba the protagonist, chooses to put at front burner, the good of 
his people by symbolically accepting to sacrifice his only son Enokou. This implies that the progress 
enjoyed by many countries of the world came through the gains of sacrifice. N’douba decides to 
sacrifice his son, having been persuaded by his father Anougba, the head of the village and the entire 
village that this will stop the construction of the dam which they are not in support of. N’douba with 
his wealth of exposure knows that the sacrifice will not in any way hinder the construction of the dam. 
In effect he makes this journey statement with his wife Essanin thus: 

N’douba: Sacrifier notre enfant ne sauvera  rien du tout. Pourtant, Essanin  nous ne pouvons 
faire autrement .Nous allons donner notre enfant (...) (57). “Le respect des morts” henceforth referred 
to as (Le respect…). (To sacrifice our child will save nothing at all .However, Essanin we cannot do 
otherwise. We are going to give our child) (…) (Our translation).  
Essanin: Nous perdons notre enfant mais j’espère que ce sacrifice ne sera pas totalement inutile. 
J’espère qu’il fera comprendre à nos pères que la solution de nos problèmes  ne se trouve pas dans des 
sacrifices humains. ( ...) Le respect… (57). (We are losing our child but I hope that the sacrifice not be 
completely useless. I hope it will make our fathers to understand that the solution to our problems is 
not found in human sacrifice). (Our translation) . 

Enokou’s sacrifice is off course a loss to the N’douba’s family but, it enhances the acceptance 
of the construction of dam by the people since the gods themselves cannot stop it. Through the 
sacrifice led by N’douba, the attitude of the people changes. N’douba is able to redefine their ways 
and their attitude which has long become a hindrance to their growth and economic development.  For 
Martin Luther King Jnr as quoted by Olutimehin (2008:84),” if a man hasn’t discovered something 
that he will die for, he isn’t fit to live”.  Hagher (2002: 126) reaffirms thus:  “(…) future leader will 
not be deterred by the myriad of problem that  confront … and prevent …from developing”. 

The above statement by Hagher portrays optimism. It reinforces the idea that N’douba 
foresees a more industrialized society through his cultural and oriental ideas. N’douba does not let go 
and does not relax, arms folded and resign to nothing just like the villagers. He struggles to get his 
proposal on the construction of the dam accepted. All these bring pains and worries to him from the 
villagers and notables. But N’douba  thrives  on  as he affirms: 

Dis à mon père, Anoh ,dis à cette assemblée que nous nous comprenons .Car ce que nous 
voulons tous ,c’est de former demain un Homme  noir libre qui soit l’égal des hommes des autres 
races à tous les points de vue .Il nous manque une chose :la technique. Elle n’appartient à une 
race .Elle est venue de tous les pays. Chacun  l’a cultivée avec plus au moins de succès selon les 
circonstances. Nous devons y mettre (...) .Dis à l’assemblée, Anoh, que nous lutterons et ensemble, 
nous vaincrons toutes les complicités réunies pour nous perdre .Voilà, partir ne doit pas nous 
effrayer.(Le respect… 64-65). 
 
(Tell my father Anoh, tell this assembly that we understand one  another  For what we all want, is  to 
train a future and  free black man equal to men of other races  in all aspects. One thing is missing: the 
technical knowhow .It belongs, not to a particular race. It came from all the countries. Everyone 
cultivated it more or less with success accordingly to circumstances. We must fix it (…).Tell the 
assembly, Anoh that we will struggle and collectively, we will vanquish all organized complicities to 
destroy us . That’s it, leaving (the village) should not frighten us.)(Our translation).  
 The explanation here is that, the African of tomorrow must sacrifice and work hard towards 
triumphing in the aspect of technology. The villagers through the explanations of N’douba, move 
gradually towards developmental plans while awakening their consciences towards the construction of 
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the dam. The above explanation of N’douba is moved towards progress, prosperity, equality, liberty 
and redefinition of the economy and development. 

The idea of sacrificing for a course makes the text of Koné a very special one. In the literary 
or political world, one may probably find those who sacrifice their time, talent and treasure for the 
sake of progress. In any case, there are examples of some life leaders who gave up all including the 
act of sacrificing their lives for the sake of culture, peace among peoples and communal development. 
Idegu (1994) recounts in his historical play titled: The Legendary Inikpi where princess Inikpi 
voluntarily heeds to her father’s wish by sacrificing herself to be buried life along with nine slaves to  
regain the old Igala kingdom from Jukun and Wukari tyrants of the current Taraba state. 
In the old  political set up of  Africa, we can refer to some  great men who put all they had into the 
political struggle of their various nations: Julius Nyerere, Nelson Mandela, Kwame Nkuruma, Patrice 
Lumunba,  Nnamdi Azikiwe, Obafemi  Awolowo, Samora Machel and many others who gave up their 
time and treasure to see Africa glow. 

The East Asia examples can be considered above all as development out of underdelopment 
.Igwe(2010) puts this clearer that; China in the last thirty years was poor due to social and backward 
policies, but grew later to accomplish what United States have done due to the hard work of the 
people in the area of commerce. Japan also worked hard to get the basics right and has around her 
today the “ tiger” and even “smaller tiger” states :South Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore and 
Malaysia, Indonesia, Philippines and  Thailand. 

Worthy of note is the fact that Koné does not bring forth the theme of symbolic human 
sacrifice to give it status or to glorify human past tradition of Africa, but to inform and illustrate the 
fact that all can go to limits possible to sacrifice no matter how hard for the growth and development 
of the society. Let us now examine some efforts put towards development in the text. 
 
Developmental Efforts 

In Le respect …, the villagers have the firm belief that no human effort can ever change their 
situation , but only the gods they serve. This at this point presents a people who settle for  setback  in 
their way of life. Rather than accepting the construction of the dam in other to improve upon their lot, 
they prefer to visit the oracle to put an end to it. 

Here again Koné does not seem to be against African culture and values. What he does is to 
paint the ignorance of the villagers vis – à – vis developmental projects. There are therefore 
arguments for and against the construction of the dam . The traditionalists are against the construction. 
But they become finally convinced with the explanations of N’douba on why there is the need to 
construct it. He does this through dialogue to explain how the dam will   improve upon the lives of the 
people through construction of roads and equipping the village with amenities of life: water and 
electricity. 

N’douba uses his wealth of knowledge and determination to make disbelief the regressive 
values and norms of his people but also remains or accepts more to be a looser so as to win at last. He 
affirms: Je dis que  mes tentatives d’explications ne sont pas une ruse. Et pour le prouver, je vous 
donne mon enfant pour que vous le sacrifiez aux génies.Si cela nous sauve, ce  sera très bien. ( Le 
respect... 306).( I tell you that my attempts at explaining are  not  crafty. And to prove this to you, I 
give you my child in that you may sacrifice him to the ancestral spirits. If this saves us, it will be 
good).Our translation . This notwithstanding, N’douba goes further  to continue the struggle to 
development . 
 
Sacrifice: A Sure Way to Development 
 In  Le respect…, Koné generally  demonstrates the fact that  making out the projects is good 
on one hand, but also having the zeal to concentrate always on every cause one is ready to embark is 
equally desirable on the other. This is seen through the meetings held as seen mentioned earlier where 
N’douba tells Anoh to give a message to the assembly. For him, the construction of a dam must not 
bring about conflicts between two generations but should rather be seen as an opportunity to develop 
the black race . 
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Despite the death of his only son through the un wanted sacrifice done by the village, N’douba does 
not relent in his effort in getting the dam constructed for the good of all. In other words, his son  does 
not die for dying sake, but dies to  bring  about development to the village. The sacrifice of Enokou is 
such that it changes the course of affairs. The villagers themselves begin to question the power of 
their god: N’da, character in the play affirms this:  ’Deterrer les morts,on  n’avait jamais vu ça ! Nous  
sommes obliges d’accepter”.(Unbury the dead, we have never seen such! We are forced to 
accept).(Our translation ). For the villagers, the gods have become unworthy to be trusted since they 
cannot not bring to bear the sacrifice. 
 
Conclusion 
 In this work, we have tried to demonstrate the fact that , Amadou Koné the Ivorian writer, 
has through  the selfless and symbolic  sacrifice of his hero N’douba  in “Le respect des morts” been 
able to redefine development. With this example as illustrated so far in the work ,we are all called to 
make sacrifices not that of flesh and blood ,but that of time ,talent and treasure  towards redefining 
our economy and development at large. From what Koné has demonstrated in this work , we cannot 
but accept that  he is strongly proposing to all wishing to develop others or take up leadership 
positions that ; sacrifice through gainfull mobilization must be the call. Only through such can the 
rural masses and societies at large be mobilized towards the development prepared for them. Strategy 
and dialogue through leading by example and sacrifice  must be used to redefine issues and redirect 
the minds of  people. 
 
Recommendation 
 Through the presentation of this work, the importance of sacrificing towards development 
rings a bell that all Governments should listen to in other to improve on the lives of all by giving all 
their resources and making sacrifices for the sake of all . For Africa to redefine her development there 
must be a definition of what our values are in other that they do not hinder development.  All must 
struggle and be seen to sacrifice not by giving out first borns, male children  or children in sacrifice, 
but by giving out resources ,time and many more to develop and redevelop. By bringing out the 
example of N’douba the Hero in the play, Koné is indirectly recommending that all who are called to 
serve should know that they are also called to sacrifice. They must also be patient, just and honest in 
their ways.  In addition to all of these, it is strongly recommended a leader or all leaders must 
appreciate the capacity to lead followers to the Promised Land peacefully just as N’douba did and not 
through confusions and vain ways.  Efforts by groups and individuals such as the writer of the play in 
study to redefine and redesign the economy through symbolical sacrifices made by their heroes should 
be recommended and upheld among reference works of planners towards development. 
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